High-resolution real-time ultrasonography. A new tool in the diagnosis of acute appendicitis.
A prospective study was performed to assess the sensitivity and specificity of ultrasonographic evaluation in 44 patients with suspected appendicitis. We found ultrasonographic evaluation to have a sensitivity rate of 89 percent, a specificity rate of 86 percent, and an overall accuracy rate of 87 percent. These results are very similar to those in other recently reported studies. We also identified certain patients in whom nondiagnostic studies are likely. Our results suggest that ultrasonographic evaluation may be of particular use in selected patients who do not demonstrate the classical signs and symptoms of acute appendicitis.